150                  SEARCH FOR EL DORADO

several other principal men of the Chibcha nation.
This revolting cruelty causes a feeling of disgust
and loathing for the perpetrator. At the time, the
people were stunned and horrified at the loss of
their leaders. It was a calamity from an historical
point of view because the murdered chiefs were
those who knew all the traditions of their race.
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They were the men of learning, who could have
handed down the full story of a people, fast
advancing in civilisation, to posterity. Now it is
nearly all lost to us.

Hernan Perez de Quesada, red-handed with
the blood of murdered men, prepared to depart
on his absurd search for El Dorado. The captain,
Suarez Kondon, was left in charge of the govern-
ment of the new kingdom of Granada. Hernan
Perez took with him 200 Spaniards, some horses,
and a number of unfortunate Chibchas as porters.
He first marched to the country of the Laches and
went thence down into the eastern forests, turning
to the south. He followed much the same route
as that of George of Spires, suffering the same
miseries from insects, rains, the labour of forcing
a way through tangled underwood, and famine
caused by failure of provisions. Many died; the
explorers were reduced to eating the horses. At